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The Pool of Siloam Medical Ministry Inc. 
Sharing God’s love through free healthcare for the uninsured 

Taking Care of the Girls Day 

Over 100 women were treated to a day 

of pampering, health screenings, breast 

health education, entertainment and lunch 

as part of Taking Care of the Girls Day.  

The event, made possible by a grant from 

the Shreveport-Bossier affiliate of the 

Susan G. Komen for the Cure, was held 

on Saturday, May 16, 2009 as part of Na-

tional Womenôs Health Week (May 9th ï 

16th).  The 4 hour event focused on 

womenôs health with special emphasis on 

breast health awareness. 

Attendees enjoyed a luncheon includ-

ing entertainment and a presentation by 

Michelle Grabski, nurse practitioner and 

breast cancer survivor.  Mrs. Grabski dis-

cussed the effects of breast cancer, and 

shared her experience with breast cancer. 

Councilwoman Joyce Bowman read a 

proclamation from Mayors Glover and 

Walker.  Jo Ann Stewart served as Mis-

tress of Ceremonies.  

Breast exams and education were pro-

vided for all attendees by Womenôs 

Health Nurse Practitioner and long time 

Pool volunteer, Nancy Wells, along with  

Donna Long, Mary Zapczynski, and Julie 

Pharr. 

  Blood pressure and bone density 

screenings were also offered.  The Youth 

of Grace 

Community 

Church pro-

vided mani-

cures. 

C a d d o 

Council on 

Aging, DHH 

Office for 

Addictive Disorders, Medicaid/LaCHIP, 

Louisiana Cancer Control Partnership/

Feist ïWeiller Cancer Center, LSUHSC 

Viral Disease Clinic, Northwest Louisiana 

Medical Reserve Corps, Partners In Well-

ness, The Hub Ministries, The Philadel-

phia Center, The Providence House, 

Shreveport Policeï C.O.P.S Program, 

YWCA of NWLAðFamily Violence 

Program, and University of Phoenix were 

present at the event to discuss services 

and opportunities available for women in 

the Shreveport/Bossier area. 

Pool of Siloam Founder Terry L. 

Strain, PA-C, RRT said ñWe are reaching 

out to women who rarely  have an oppor-

tunity to attend special events of this kind 
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Itôs time once again for our local United 

Way Campaign!  The Pool of Siloam, as a 

United Way agency, is participating as a PACESETTER this year to demon-

strate the good works that result from your United Way contributions.   

Remember to designate your contributions for the Pool of Siloam.   
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Amanda Johnson 

Intern  
After graduating from University I 

planned to start a career in the non-

profit sector. I wasnôt sure why or 

how but I had simply decided this 

was the path for me. I was invited to 

volunteer at the Pool when we started 

working on our Standards of Excel-

lence Certification through Louisiana 

Association of Non-Profits Organiza-

tions. As it is a large project, 

Georgeann knew one person would 

have to take over the project and 

solely concentrate on it.  

That project turned out to be the 

perfect tool for teaching me new 

things about the non-profit sector. I 

was able to jump right in and get in-

volved in many aspects of the Pool. I 

learned about volunteer management, 

patient care, about the Board of Di-

rectors and what their role is in a non

-profit. 

This project inspired many other 

projects necessary to complete our 

certification including creating a sur-

vey for our patients and volunteers. I 

also researched and initiated new 

policies necessary for the completion 

of the certification. 

During my internship I took an 

online course on grant writing and 

soon found myself helping Georgeann 

write grants. There is no shortage of 

learning opportunities at the Pool. 

My experience at the Pool proved I 

have found what I love to do and what 

I want to continue to do with my life.  

While the potential for gaining job 

experience initiated my 

start at the Pool I have 

gained so much more. I 

have learned so much 

from the family of staff.  

I have enjoyed meeting 

and working with pa-

tients and cannot wait to 

continue helping people. 

The staff and patients at the Pool have 

brightened my day every time I 

walked through the gate, and I strive 

to do the same for our patients and my 

fellow volunteers. 
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Nicole Clifton 

Centenary Intern 
I begin my story with an ending. 

On May 9, 2009 at 10:30 am, I suc-

cessfully and gracefully walked 

across the stage in cap and gown to 

receive my Bachelorôs of 

Science from Centenary 

College. In reflecting 

upon my undergraduate 

experience, I realize that 

most of my learning has 

occurred outside the text-

books. College is more 

than a series of lectures, 

papers, and exams; college is an ex-

ploration of the self. I have done 

some exploring, and I am excited to 

share my journey. My Pool of Siloam 

volunteer experience has been a mi-

croscope for self-exploration; the 

blurred lines of self-purpose became 

clearer with every turn of the knob. 

I began volunteering at the Pool 

of Siloam in January of 2007. Ex-

pecting to simply observe on my first 

day, I greeted a man named Kevin 

who handed me a blood pressure cuff 

and gave me a crash course in taking 

vital signs. Volunteers were scarce 

that evening, but the patients were 

not. The evening opened my eyes to 

the vast need for health 

care, the poverty in my 

own backyard, and the 

difference I could make in 

other lives.  

I often found myself over-

whelmed by the clinicôs 

waiting room. With one or 

two physicians, the clinic 

evenings moved slowly and ran late. I 

took vital signs, pulled medications 

and patient charts, answered phone 

calls, and shadowed doctors and phy-

sician assistants.  The hands-on ex-

perience and opportunity for learning 

was incredible. I wanted to be able to 

help my friends in the waiting room, 

but my education did not allow me to 

prescribe medications and make a di-

agnosis. I found myself listening to 

the patients. I learned about poverty 

and homelessness from the woman 

residing under a highway overpass 

and the man who traveled his entire 

day for a meal and a doctorôs visit. I 

was beginning to understand that 

health and disease were not simply 

side notes to human life; rather they 

were projections of life quality.  

The Pool of Siloam was the gene-

sis of my vocational passion. I am ex-

cited to begin a Masterôs of Science in 

Public Health at Tulane. I admire 

Terryôs devotion to the medically un-

derserved and strive to model that be-

havior in my future career. I thank the 

patients and volunteers for their sto-

ries, because they have helped me 

write mine. I praise the God who 

weaves us in and out of divinely in-

spired and life changing experiences 

and relationships. When people ask 

me what I am doing with my life, this 

is what I say: My life is a commitment 

to humanity and my career is a prom-

ise to better the world.  

The Pool of Siloam relies heavily on volunteers to make our services possible.    Many of our volunteers have been 

instrumental to our success and growth.  It would be impossible to properly thank all of them here.  Each issue of 

this newsletter will focus on one or more of our volunteers.  Below, are comments from two young women who 

donated their time to our patients and received even more in return from their volunteer experience. 



 The ñGoodò news is that you can 

now help heal the sick without any 

previous medical experience! How is 

this possible? Through the ingenuity 

and generosity of GoodSearch, 

founded in 2005 by Ken and JJ Ram-

berg.  As a free online search engine, 

this website allows users to search for 

what they would normally hope to find 

 

 

 

 

 on the internet: information, direc-

tions, sales, you name it! What makes 

GoodSearch different than its competi-

tors is that it donates 50% of its reve-

nue to designated charities, one of 

which is The Pool of Siloam Medical 

Ministry.  

 The generosity of GoodSearch has  

also caught the eye of several large and 

brand name companies. This led to the 

development of Good Shop in 2007. 

Through Good Shop, users can make 

purchases from over 1,000 stores in-

cluding Wal-Mart, Target, and Ama-

zon.com, and have up to 30% of the 

purchase donated to charities of your 

choice like the Pool of Siloam.  

   Next time you log on try Good-

Search instead of your usual search 

engine.  Be sure to type in Pool of 

Siloam Medical Ministry where it 

asks ñWho do you GoodSearch for?ò 
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but who are at highest risk of undiagnosed breast cancer, 

late-stage diagnosis of inoperable cancers and death.ò 

The Pool thanks the Shreveport Bossier Affiliate of 

the Susan G. Komen fund for sponsoring this event.  We 

especially appreciate the other local service providers 

who participated and the dozens of other people who 

supported the event through their hard work and dona-

tions.  A special thanks to Kim Auld and Melissa 

Haskins who arranged the door prizes and decorations.  

Others deserving mention include Martie Cain and Kathy 

Johnson who organized the luncheon, as well as Commu-

nity Coffee and The Cookie Chick for their contributions 

to the menu. 
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Taking Care of the Girls Day 

Try it out NOW at: 

 www.goodsearch.com 

Seeing Clearly 
The Pool of Siloam has always offered rou-

tine eye exams for our patients with diabetes.  

Soon, thanks to an innovative collaboration with the Louisiana 

Lionôs Eye Foundation, the Pool will offer vision screenings 

to patients enrolled in our medical clinic or referred by local 

Lionôs Clubs.  The Foundation has already donated several 

hundred pairs of reading glasses to be handed out as needed to 

our patients.  When the new program is fully operational, pa-

tients in need of prescription glasses will receive those glasses 

free of charge through donations and support from local 

Lionôs Club organizations as well as the Foundation.   

The Project began as Dr. Joel Schulman, Ophthalmolo-

gist, long time volunteer, and board member of the Pool of 

Siloam solicited his peers for donations of used equipment.  

Late in 2008, the Pool received much of the needed equip-

ment from Dr. Geof Garrett, Dr. Ellen Berg, Dr. Kit Coo-

per, Dr. Bruce Henderson, Dr. Randy Kitchner and Dr. Don-

ald Texada.  Additional equipment was funded through the 

Biomedical Research Foundation Medical Homes Project.  

The final pieces of equipment and supplies were purchased 

through donations from Dr. Schulman and fellow board mem-

ber, Bill Kendig. 

The Pool is excited to begin offering this new service to 

our patients.  With full implementation, we will provide these 

services to patients and clients of other  social service agen-

cies throughout Shreveport and Bossier City. 

Patient Services Representative 

joins the Pool 
The Pool of Siloam has welcomed Ann Sirmons to our 

staff.  Ann brings with her years of experience working for 

local non profit agencies, a gift 

for organization, and wonderful 

compassion for the people we 

serve.  Ms. Sirmonsô role at the 

Pool will focus on patient ser-

vice.  She will be the primary 

contact for all patients outside of 

their clinic appointments.  With 

Ann serving as the Patient Services Representative, the 

Pool is able to provide additional attention to each patient 

and ensure each one receives the care they require. 

Spread the òGoodó News 



To contribute to the Pool of Siloam Medical Ministry, Inc. 

please fill out this form and send it along with your donation to:  

Name___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________E-mail_______________________________________________ 

Please accept my donation of  $_____________ or 

___ $500 to supply equipment to for oxygen or CPAP equipment  

___ $200 to pay the phone and internet service for one month 

___ $100 to purchase generic medication for 10 patients 

___ $20 to give a patient diabetic testing supplies for one month 

I would like to designate my donation be used for______________________________________ 

 

Please check all that apply: 

I am interested in volunteering at the Pool    

I prefer to be an anonymous donor        

Please remove me from your mailing list 

I would like to receive this newsletter via email at ___________________________________ 

The Pool of Siloam Medical Ministry, Inc.           4140 Greenwood Rd.  Shreveport, LA  71109 

The Pool of Siloam is  a proud member of  

 Hope for the  
Homeless Coalition 
 
Louisiana Association 
 of Free Clinics 

The Pool of Siloam is honored 

to be a United Way agency. 

THE POOL WISH LIST 

EKG Machine, Automated external defibrillator 

      Wal-Mart ,Target, Super One $5 gift cards 

(to help patients purchase prescriptions) 

paper and file folders 

paper towels,  toilet paper, tissue 

coffee service, healthy snacks 
copying, printing and mailing services 

VOLUNTEERS    

Physicians 

Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners 

Nurses, Patient Care Techs 

Mental Health Professionals 

Optometrists, Ophthalmologists 

Dentists, Dental Hygienists 
Assistants for Administrative tasks 

Christian Com-

munity Health 

Fellowship 

Louisiana Association of 

Non-Profit Organizations 

Primary Care Clinic 

Dental Clinic 

Vision Clinic 

Womenõs Health Clinic 

Breathe Free Program 

REACH  Homeless Clinic 

Patient Assistance Program 

Counseling 

Diabetic Program 

The Programs of the Pool of Siloam Medical Ministry, Inc. Donate your vehicle to 

the Pool.  

  

Visit www.poolofsiloam.org 

for more information. 

The Pool of Siloam Medical Ministry is a 501(c)3 

nonprofit organization, Federal Tax ID# 20-0171332 


